CHAPTER IV
CONTRIBUTORS

THERE are many contributors to the prosperity of the
countryside.

Providence. This provides the sun, the wind and the rain.
We often grumble at Providence but we have absolutely no
right or business to do so until we have done everything
which brains, muscles, co-operation and capital can
possibly do to deserve good health and a good harvest.

Government. This conducts research and disseminates
information; it organizes, teaches and inspires, but it
cannot either do the actual work or pay for it. These the
villager himself must do. Government can design ploughs,
evolve new types of seed, and discover the remedies of
diseases, but the multiplication of the seed, the buying of
the ploughs, and the using of the remedies must be done by
the farmers themselves. The most Government can do is
to create conditions in which the villager can utilize his
money, brains, and labour to the best advantage. The
present policy of Government is to reduce taxation to the
minimum, leaving the villager's money in his pocket, for
him to spend on what he thinks he needs most. Govern-
ment tries to teach the villager what he ought to want,
such as good seed, good ploughs, hospitals, schools and
trained dais, in preference to litigation and ornaments and
showy wedding parties.

The farmer.   By thrift and by hard work both of mind
and body, and by joining with his fellows for all his
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